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London Links
The National Trust London Links project brings together people from
communities around six National Trust London properties to use art
to express their ideas of community, identity and place. 2002 is the
project's second successful year and two new properties – Osterley
Park and Carlyle's House – joined those which took part last year – 
2 Willow Road, Ham House, Sutton House and Morden Hall Park.

With the help of professional London artists and drama specialists,
the community groups produced a colourful, creative response 
to their surroundings. They were inspired by the diverse history and
visual impact of properties which included open parkland and 
buildings from Tudor to nineteenth century in style. 

Project sessions ran at the different properties from April through 
the summer, and participants ranged from pre-school children
through to senior citizens. An exhibition at Osterley Park, People and
Place, brought together some of the enormous variety of work from
the project, including costumes, photographs, painting, drawing 
and sculpture.

London Links, generously supported by London Arts, is an invaluable
way of involving new groups and giving them a sense of ownership in
their artistic and cultural heritage.
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Carlyle's House, Chelsea
Both local school children and senior citizens from the Octavia Hill
Housing Trust’s Quest and Kensington Day Centres came to the
house where writer and thinker Thomas Carlyle and his wife Jane
lived. At the house and during follow-up sessions at their day centre,
the older participants were encouraged by artist Howard Romp to
develop artwork which drew on the spirit of the house and on their
own reminiscences. 

Howard also led fifteen children from Thomas Jones Primary School
in a workshop at Carlyle’s House and made a follow-up visit to the
school. Children were encouraged to think about life in Victorian
times, and used their ideas about living in the house as a basis 
for artwork.

“ I remember when I 
was a little girl, we 
used to make toast 
from those fires. 
That fireplace has 
brought back lots of 
memories for me.”



At the end of the project, the two groups met at the Kensington Day
Centre to share their views, their art, and a celebratory afternoon tea!
A collage screen made by Jane Carlyle provided the idea behind the
final project piece exhibited at Osterley Park.
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Ham House, Richmond
At Ham House, 70 children from schools around Richmond took part
in activities designed to raise the confidence and language skills of
children from asylum-seeking families. Around 300 children in all were
reached through workshops held afterwards in the seven schools,
The Vineyard Primary School, East Sheen Primary School, Darrell
Primary School, Lowther Primary School, Meadlands Primary School,
Holy Trinity CE Primary School and St Richard’s with St Andrew’s CE
Primary School.

Drama specialists Janet Rohr, Bill Brookman, Louise Brindley and
John Cheetham drew on the seventeenth century history of Ham
House to centre their workshops on events involving Oliver Cromwell.
Children made props and fans, took part in dramatic reconstructions
of events and learned seventeenth century dances. The four leaders
then visited the schools to give workshops on the same theme, 
creating a truly inclusive project which helped not only children from
asylum-seeking families but also their wider peer group to gain 
new skills, confidence and knowledge, and an appreciation of 
local heritage.

“ I'd give the master 
some mouldy old 
cheese, or a book 
to tell him how to 
do the work himself.” 
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“ We talked about that 
Charles the First had 
his head chopped 
off and that Oliver 
Cromwell was the one 
who chopped it off.”

“ We went to Ham House for two 
days because we speak different 
language at home. I speak 
Swahili and Khaled speaks Farsi 
and Harmeet speaks Punjabi.”

“ When we arrived 
I thought it was 
very old and
legendary. The 
house was huge.”
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'Wildlife' was the theme for activities. Lisa Green, National Trust
Community Education Officer, took the children on wildlife hunts and
storyteller Kevin Graal led storytelling and singing sessions using 
animals in the park for his inspiration. Muralist Oscar Romp then 
created murals of the children's artwork which will be on permanent
display at the playgroup and at Sutton MENCAP's base. 

The project was a great opportunity for the children to gain new
knowledge and social skills. It stimulated the imagination of all the
participants, and a breakthrough in confidence was especially 
noticeable among the autistic children. 

“ The children really 
benefited from the 
interaction between 
word, image and music.”

Morden Hall Park, Morden
Six London Links workshops were held at this former deer park, 
with its network of waterways, meadows and trees in south London.
Twenty children aged three and four from the Pillar Box Playgroup
attended four workshops, and a wider group joined follow-up 
sessions back at their base. Two groups from Sutton MENCAP, aged
7-10 and 10-13, attended workshops at the park.
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“ It captured the children's 
imagination and attention. 
Many of them want to 
come back, they enjoyed 
it so much.”

“ There were huge 
breakthroughs in 
confidence amongst 
the autistic children.” 

Osterley Park, Isleworth
A group of twenty people came to Osterley for five art workshops
drawing ideas from the park, gardens and elegant house, which was
designed in the eighteenth century by Robert Adam. The group was
mostly made up of members of a local Asian women’s needlework
group and women from a local housing estate. Contact was 
made with them through the Hounslow Adult and Community
Education Team.  
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Osterley's Artist-in-Residence Rachel Brown, assisted by artist
Claudia Böse, encouraged the group to use a variety of methods
including drawing, printmaking and painting to set down their 
impressions of the property. Many of the participants had never seen
themselves as able to create art before, and were both stimulated
and surprised by the results they produced. They also found their
time at the property a much-needed stress-free, sociable time, and
many said they were surprised to find such a wonderful place on
their doorsteps and hoped to visit again.

“ I enjoyed everything. Normally I 
don't have time to explore art. 
Using the charcoal, printing, 
painting,discovering new colours…”

“ I am amazed. The charcoal black 
and white [drawing] has changed 
my perception.”

“ I find I'm looking 
more at things 
outside, with 
different angles 
and ways of 
looking.”
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“ I live just around 
the corner from 
Sutton House and
never knew what 
it was – now all 
my friends and 
family have been.”

Sutton House, Hackney
The London Links project forms part of an active programme of 
community involvement at Sutton House, a fascinating Tudor House
in Hackney. 24 local fashion and design BTEC students used 
the house to inspire their learning. Workshops included garment 
construction, fashion visualisation and embroidery.

Sessions were led by staff from Hackney Community College and by
theatrical costume designer Jennifer Fletcher-Simms. Photography
also featured, led by photographer Anthony Lam. The project gave
the students, many of whom are refugees, a meaningful way to 
draw on their own and local culture as part of their personal and 
professional development. 

A second aspect at Sutton House was workshops with 20 people
from the Bridge Housing Association’s Mare Street Hostel, with 27
project sessions in all. Activities included one-to-one photography
sessions with Anthony Lam, and visual art work with artist Cordelia
Underhill, who led sessions based on the theme 'imagined identity'.
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2 Willow Rd, Hampstead
Fifteen adult clients from the Felix Brown Day Hospital, part of the
Royal Free Hospital, took part in London Links at nearby 2 Willow
Road. This groundbreaking, modernist house, designed by architect
Ernö Goldfinger in 1939, provided a stimulating backdrop for art
workshops led by artist Cordelia Underhill. Sessions took place in
both the property and in the hospital's art therapy room. 

Participants used the house's sleek lines, pictures and fascinating
artefacts as a trigger to create artwork ranging from sculpture to
painting. They found the project both enjoyable and therapeutic, and
will take a special trip to visit the project exhibition at Osterley Park.

“ Bringing together my 
culture with the things 
I saw at Sutton House 
was very challenging – 
but I am really happy 
with the result – 
everyone says it's the 
best thing I've done yet.”

“ I used the colours 
of my country’s flag 
and the patterns at 
Sutton House for 
my costume – 
I would'nt have 
thought of working 
like this before.”
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“ Imagine being given a free 
hand with all the beautiful 
objects at Willow Road. 
I mean, I'm sitting opposite 
an original Bridget Riley.”

“ The whole experience has been 
very valuable and therapeutic.”

“ I think this project 
is unbelievable and 
wonderful, a new 
experience for me.”



23 London Links 2002

The National Trust's Learning
Department would like to thank all the
partner organisations and participants
involved in London Links 2002 for
making the project such a success
during its second year. 

Find out more about this and other learning and discovery projects at
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/learning
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